"And they cried, The Sword of the © 
.Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20. 
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in blessing, for 10 weeks for a pen- 
ny a copy. Do it today! 

Do you want to introduce tie 
paper to your friends? Send the 
names and addresses of 10 with 
$1.00 and receive free a fine book 
of sermons on the blood of Christ, 
“Calvary’s Cross.” This book of 125 
pages has sermons by Moody, 

, Bonar, Whittle, and 
others, and will greatly bless your 
heart. Remember it is absolutely 
free with 10 trial subscriptions, 10 
weeks each. 


Prayer and Fasting 


? 


(Part of sermon by Pastor John | 
R. Rice. Stenographically reported. 
Other Scriptures read were Esther 
4:1-16; Ezra 8:21-23; Ezra 10:6; 
Nehemiah 1:4; Nehemiah 9:1-3; 
Daniel 9:3, and Jonah 3:5-10). 


tate would and we know they did 
fast before Pentecost. 

Now turn to the second passage, 
Acts, chapter 13. You say, “Well, 
what you have been reading is in 
the Old Testament and that isn’t 


| 


two, “they ministered and fasted.” 
and verse three, “And when they 
had fasted and prayed.” Twice in 
that same chapter they fasted. 
They fasted and prayed to find 
the will of God and then God told 
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A Jew who did not bring in 
tithes and free will offerings be- 
sides, was a robber and thief, and 
under a curse. Surely covetousness 
is just as t a sin in a New 
Testament an as in an Old 
Testament Jew, and a Christian 
ought to love God as well as a 
Jew. So it does not affect the 
matter that this passage is in the 


And don’t forget, the big “Cru- “Then came the disciples to Je- th “y b d ; | Old Testament and to Jews under 
den’s Giaoordance,” a wonderful sus apart, and said, Why could  titte tees eng Abanlye Mag se soe la a ‘T reat. s — a is sor ser en God is sme. a 
value, that sells for $2.00, with 733| not we cast him out? us see how New Testament Chris-|them.” Then they fasted and offended when men do n 


pages, will be sent free with 100 
subscriptions. Get your friends to 
subscribe for themselves, their rel- 
atives, pastor, and other Christian 
workers. You will be doing a great 


“And Jesus said unto them, Be- 
cause of your unbelief: for verily 
I say unto you, If ye have faith 
as a grain of mustard seed, ye 
shall say unto this mountain, Re- 


tians did about fasting and prayer. 
Acts, chapter 13: 


"Now there were in the church 
that was at Antioch certain proph- 


prayed again—first for wisdom, 
then for power, and they got both. 
The Bible teaches fasting and 
prayer, and I would like to talk 
to you this morning about it. 


trust Him about money, do not 
give Him the first of all the in- 
crease, do not acknowledge their 
debt and depend on Him for con- 
tinued blessings—this displeases 


good move hence to yonder place; and God just as much in a New Testa- 
Son taales ¢ wondert waine { on it shall reauvec abe nothing shall | ¢ts and teachers; as Barnabas, and| ‘The frst thing, What fasting is) ment Christian as in an Old Tes- 
a watire Concordance, needed by| be impossible unto you. Simeon that was called Niger, and | not. tament Jew. Those who rob God 
Rie Bible student. “Howbeit this kind goeth not)/Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen,| Fasting is not merely a form. of what He should justly have are 


We are counting on our friends. 
you love the Lord and believe 


“He would be pleased by this mis- 


sion work, then get busy today and 
send in ail the subscriptions you 
can. We believe that nearly every 
Christian who reads the paper for 
10 weeks will regularly want it to 
come with its pages of blessing, 
reaching the Gospel, teaching the 
Bible encouraging Christians and 
souls. In Jesus’ name, will 

ple help us in this good work? 
send one or 10, or as many 

ions as you can for this 
summer time trial olter at, 


special 
10 weeks for 10 cents. We are not told in the first chap- they sailed to Cyprus.” your face and go dress yourself} ‘Hath the Lord as ¢ 
Write The Sword of the Lord,| ter of Acts that they fasted then, : up as usual and don’t let anybodv j 
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out but by prayer and fasting.” 
— Matt. 17:19, 21 


Again the Bible tells us that 
someone came to Jesus, the dis- 
ciples of John, and said, “Why do 
we and the Pharisees fast oft, 
but thy disciples fast not?” The 
disciples of John fast and the 
Pharisees fast, why is it your dis- 
ciples don’t fast? Jesus said, “The 
time is coming when the Bride- 
groom will be taken away and then 
shall my disciples fast.” When Je- 
sus was taken away and the dis- 
ciples were left and waiting for 
Pentecost, they did fast and pray. 


which had been brought up with 
Herod the tetrarch, and Saul” (a 
group of Christian preachers and 
teachers) “As they ministered to 
the Lord, and fasted, the Holy 
Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereunto 
| have called them. And when they 
had fasted and prayed, and laid 
their hands on them, they sent 
them away. So they, being sent 
forth by the Holy Ghost, departed 
unto Seleucia; and fro m thence 


Now notice if you will in verse 


‘may appear unto men to fast.” 


The Pharisees set aside two days 
in every week to fast. I do not 
believe that pleased God. Even un- 
saved Pharisees followed that cus- 
tom. People can fast and go with- 
out for religious rites and: yet have 
hard hearts that do not seek God 
at all. A form of fasting is not 
good. People may fast to gain the 
praise of man. The Pharisees 
evidently did that. But Jesus said, 
“When ye fast, be not, as the hypo- 
crites, of a sad countenance: for 
they disfigure their faces, that they 


Jesus said when you fast, “Wash 
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under a curse. Surely that affects 
our praying. In the New Testa- 
ment when the Lord says, “Give, 
and it shall be given unto you” 
(Luke 6:38), He must mean that 
as we give to God, He will hear 


our prayers and provide for our — 


needs. 

Rebellion, too, is a terrible sin 
that hinders our prayers. King 
Saul, instead of obeying the Lord 
and slaying all the Amalekites and 
their cattle, brought back King 
Agag alive and many fine sheep 
and oxen for sacrifices. But 
sent Samuel who said in 


“ 
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PRAYER AND FASTING 


(CONTINUED. FROM PAGE 1) 


think you are fasting.” Fasting 
ought not to be just for the public. 
Fasting can be done in public and 
people ought sometime to agree 
to fast together, as they did in 
Bible times, but fasting should not 
be done to impress men, 

Notice this, whether you are 
giving or whether you are praying 
or whether you are fasting, there 
is a particular warning in the Bi- 
ble that it ought not to he done to 
please men. You Ought never to 
do your giving to please men, yet 
you ought to give, and in Bible 
times they gave publicly, ofttimes. 
Jesus stood over by the treasury 
and watched as the people cast 
in their gifts. It is not only right 
to give, it is sometimes right to 
give publicly, but it is not right to 
give to be seen of men. So in 
prayer, it is sometimes right to 
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is the headline of our subscrip- 
tion ad on the back page. We are 
making this trial subscrption of 10 
weeks for 10 cents that many 
thousands can get acquainted with 
our paper. We made this special 
offer to the public last Friday, this 
is only Tuesday and already many 
have sent list of names for the 
trial subscription, and expressing 
their appreciation for this oppor- 
tunity of sending the paper to their 
friends. Do you have friends who 
are lost, backslidden or discour- 
aged? — Send them The Sword of 
the Lord for ten weeks with its 
soul stirring sermons and articles 
on prayer that will help them to 
take a new lease on life. 

Send your list at once. 
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Sword Book Room last Friday was 
indeed a happy time; over 300 visi- 
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pray in public, if we pray to the 
Lord and for the glory of God. 
The publican prayed in the temple 
publicly. The thief on the cross 
prayed publicly. Blind Barnabas on 
the roadside prayed in public and 
cried, “Jesus, thou son of David, 
have mercy on me.” Public prayer 
is all right.- Solomon prayed in 
public when the temple was dedi- 
cated. Jesus prayed in the garden 
of Gethsemane before His disciples 
and taught them to pray public 
prayers ..not necessarily long 
prayers. Prayer just to be heard 
of men is always wrong. To pray 
to men, to seek the favor of men 
or have the admiration of men is 
always wrong. 

Thus fasting ought never to be 
to impress men. We may fast with 
people, but not to please people. 
Anybody who fasts and then boasts 
about it is likely not to get the 
real blessing. Whatever you do 
for the Lord ought to be done as 
unto the Lord. It ought never to 
be made known to our own credit 
or our own glory. Fasting as a 
form is not fasting. Fasting one 
day a week could be a very great 
blessing, but it is so likely to get 
to be just a form and one would 
go through the day and fast but 
not pray and with the shell but not 
the meat, not have the heart of the 
thing that would please God. 


But God’s Word clearly teaches 
fasting all right. Fasting in the 
Bible by good men... the fasts I 
have read you about this morning, 
were times of special need. I be- 
lieve it is right to pray, and be- 
lieve at times it is right to pray 
all night when you are praying for 
something and there are times 
when one ought to pray all day. Oi 
course we ought to pray all the 
time, without ceasing, but there 
are times we should leave every- 
thing else to pray. Fasting in the 
Bible comes from a sincere heart 
that must get hold of God in some 
great time of crisis when you want 
the victory, when you want to seek 
God and find Him. 

Let me ask you this question, 
“How many have ever had a time 
of fasting when it was not just 
especially when it was public, but 
a time of seeking God, a time of 
so waiting on God, a time of so 
trying to get the blessing of God, 
until you didn’t eat? How many 
have had a time of fasting when it 
was from the heart sincerely’? 
(hands raised). Many have. Those 
that haven’t done that have missed 
one of the greatest blessings. Most 
of us are only children in the Lord, 
Y7e drink milk, but we can’t eat 
meat. We have not won great 
victories through the Lord. We 
haven't had great answers to 
prayer. Many have taken only the 
little first steps as children... 
must be fed milk instead of meat. 
I would like to have the blessed 
experience of great victories 
through fasting and prayer. My 
own defeats, my own troubles, [ 
could win the victory over them in 
nearly every case by fasting and 
prayer. Sometimes we could have 
victory in those things, God wants 
us sometimes to have them. But 
prayer and waiting on God and 
praying until you can’t sleep and 
until you do not eat, praying 
through is the answer to it. When 
you pray and you don’t get the 
answer at once, the remedy is to 
keep on praying. Pray with more 
earnestness even as Jesus fell on 
His face and prayed and sweat 
great drops of blood and prayed 
the same words again, even the 
third time. So ought we to pray 
and fast and pray. I set myself up 
as no example in fasting and 
prayer, but I sometimes do, not 
as often asI oughtto. . “Howbeit 
this kind goeth not out but by 
prayer and fasting,” Jesus said. 
Fasting and prayer—there are lots 
of problems that we will never get 
settled without fasting and prayer! 

There are many problems where 
prayer alone is not enough .-. . 
“This kind goeth not out but by 
prayer and fasting.” 

It takes sincere waiting, it takes 
a certain amount of time—it takes 
a certain amount of waiting on God 
many times for your prayer to be 
answered. 

I want to lay on your heart these 
things. One thing made me feel 
the need of fasting and prayer, so 
I felt I ought to preach on this 
subject. I felt a need for revival 
in our church. We haven't had 
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here a great revival in a good 
while. Brother Banta was in a good 
revival here in the winter while 1 
was in Binghamton. We ought 
to have a great revival in the open 
air. We want to get our hearts 
close to God and we can get that 
way by prayer and fasting! There 
are great things fasting can do for 
us, remarkable things were notice- 
able in every case of fasting and 
prayer that I read you this morn- 
ing. 

Fasting and prayer will help you 
get the sin question settled. ‘Chere 
is a sad thing about us with our 
sins —TI find it is true about me, 
and I am sure you find it true 
about you. Things go on day by 
day and we see no harm in them 
but when we spend time in wait- 
ing before God and leave off food, 
and leave off sleep and get our 
mind on this business and really 
wait before God and wait before 
God and wait before God; then 
some things you didn’t really be- 
lieve were sins, you had convinced 
yourself that they were all right, 
you get to see them as God sees 
Many habits, a critical 
tongue, a covetous heart — these 
appear as sin while we fast and 
pray. I know from my own heart 
that is true, and I know it is true 
with others of us. We have sinned 
and there is a hardness of heart, 
but as we wait before God God 
reveals Himself to us and reveals 
to us our sin, 

Why doesn’t God instantly just 
answer back when we pray? 
Notice this, I preached on Friday 
night (and you will find much of 
my sermon printed in The Sword 
of the Lord) on Isaiah 59:1, 2, 
“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save; 
neither his ear heavy, that it 
cannot hear: But your iniquities 
have separated between you and 
your God, and your sins have hid 
his face from you, that he will 
not hear.” Now there is only one 
reason prayer is not answered, an& 
that is sin. Now when we wait 
before God. He shows the sin. 
There are those who believe that 
praying is a hit or miss. business 
like lightning —it may hit in the 
same place or it may not. That is 
not true about prayer. I know that 
any Christian who waits before 
God can find out what is wrong 
that he doesn’t get his prayers an- 
swered, why God isn’t pleased with 
him, why he is not happy and can’t 
win souls and doesn’t prosper, why 
he is not healed if he needs heal- 
ing. As we wait before God, God 
reveals our sins. Just go back and 
notice’ and find the case of Nehe- 
miah who waited before God and 
fasted and prayed. A little further 
over all fasted and prayed and 
they confessed, “Lord, we have 
married in with wicked people and 
have gotten heathen women for 
our wives.” They saw their sins 
and put them away. Everybody 
here needs to watch what they do. 
Fasting and prayer will show that 
we need to confess our sins. 

If you will, turn to the book of 
Daniel, the 9th chapter, verses 3 
and 4. Daniel prayed and fasted. 
He sat himself to seek God by 
prayer and fasting, the Scripture 
said. I hadn’t thought to, but think 
I will read that: 

“And I set my face unto the 
Lord God, to seek prayer and 
supplications, with fasting, and 
sackcloth, and ashes: 

And I prayed unto the Lord my 
God, and made my confession.” 
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Time after time after he mentions 
iniquities, the iniquities of his fa- 
thers, of their kings and their 
transgressions, breaking the law. 
And following are many, many, 
many words used, showing their 
sin. There is something about get- 


ting close to God that reveals our. 


sin. I want to confess that my life 
is poor and sorry when I wait be- 
fore God. I see it then. Otherwise, 
I think I am all right. I think 1 
am a good man many times, dcn’t 
you? But as I wait before God 
and get my mind off of business 
and the paper and other details 
and wait berore God and just con- 
sider God and wait for Him to 
show me, my own sins begin to 
look mighty black, 

This thing is true. You can get 
out and measure your sins by 
somebody else’s and they wouldn’. 
look so bad, but when you come to 
measure yourself by the Lord, you 
certainly look bad. You get a 
colored man and put him py a 


-coal pile and he doesn’t look so 


black, but if you put him up be- 
side a white-washed fence, he iooks 
awfully black. You put a sinnel 
by another sinner, and he doesn’t 
look so bad—Brother Arrant 
wouldn’t look so bad by Brothe: 
Renz, but you take any Christian 
and stand him by the side of the 
Lord God for a half hour or an 
hour or a half a day or a day and 
night fasting and praying before 
God, and that Christian sees how 
black he is! The way to find smh 
is to wait before God and then you 
can see your sin. 

Fasting and prayer is a good 
deal like candling eggs. How 
many ever did that’ (hands 
raised). You ought to. You sold bad 
eggs if you didn’t candle them. The 
trouble with a lot of folks is when 
they come to pray, they do not 
“candle” their prayers. If they 
would use candling, they wouldn’t 
bring a. lot of prayers that God 
couldn’t answer. You just said, 
“Lord, I am all right,” but didn’t 
stop to check up. You turn on the 
light and put an egg over it and 
hold it so you can look through and 
see if it is all right. You wait be- 
fore God and wait before Him and 
wait and God will begin to let the 
light shine out and show things 
that are wrong in your life and 
heart and in my life and heart. So 
we need to wait. Fasting and 
prayer before God will show some 
things you need and show what 
is wrong and show why your 
prayers are not answered and why 
you are not happy and don’t win 
souls and are not prospering, and 
many times show what is wrong 
with your family, it will show what 
what is wrong with your heart 
and show what is wrong with your 
business and your happiness: God 
will show when we wait before 
Him. There is something about 
waiting before God -that reveals 
sin. 

That is the reason Isaiah said, 
“In the year that king Uzziah 
died, I saw also the Lord sitting 
upon a throne, high and lifted up, 
and his train filled the temple” and 
he saw the seraphims and they 
cried, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 
of hosts: the whole earth is full 
of his glory.” And what is the 
next thing he began to cry: “Woe 
is me! for I am undone; because 
I am a man of unclean lips, and 
I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips; for mine eyes have 
seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 
He didn’t know that until he saw 
the Lord in the temple. Waiting 
before God shows your sin. 

Waiting before God also gives 
grace to confess your sin. You 
wait before God and God pays you 
no mind and you ask and He does 
not give . . you will know there is 
something wrong. God will finally 
say, “Here is what’s the matter.” 
God keeps putting His finger on 
the sin as you wait till you say “All 
right, Lord, I will confess it. This 
is a sin, then.” Heretofore you 
have just said, “Lord, this doesn’t 
matter, this is just a little habit 
of mine and it isn’t so bad.” I 
know you may feel that way about 
the habit, but you wait before God 
and fast and pray and talk to God 
about it, and you will say, “All 
right, Lord, I will confess that it 
is a wicked sin and I ought to get 
rid of it. Hear me about this sin 
right here -— help me Lord!” When 
you confess it you have got it halt 
whipped. It may be a grudge in 
your heart or covetousness or lust 
or picture shows, maybe inaiscre- 
tion —- whatever it is — wait before 
God and God will put His finger 
on it. How many have had this 


experience? I have. I have been 
checking up on myself—-I come 
to pray, and every time I do I 
think about a certain thing. .a 
certain thing I had said or the 
way I felt or a certain way I act- 
ed. Waiting and fasting before 
God will do something for us, will ‘ 
cause us to finally break down and « 
face this wrong. “It is sin.” Then 
you can get ready to forsake it. 


That is the next thing, forsaking 
sin. Waiting before God will make 
us willing and able to forsake sin. 
lf we just pray, “Lord, give me so 
and so” and go back home at once, 
we are turned down, but we do not 
know why. But when we fast and 
pray and wait, we ask Him, “Lord 
give me so and so,” He answers 
back, “I can’t do it till you unload 
your sin.” Then we can say, “All 
right, Lord, I will unload my 
wagon and get this out.” What 
happens now? After awhile when 
you have got the wagon unloaded, 
God pours it full of blessing after 
you wait before God! There is 
something in fasting and waiting 
before God that makes you turn 
your back on sin, see it, confess 
it and forsake it. 


Listen to this, you run in bad 
company it will ruin you. You run 
in gocd company it will bless you. 
You become like those you are 
with. If you stay with God you 
become like God, hating sin. The 
only way to get the best company 
is to wait before God. Anybody 
can’t wait with a whole heart be- 
fore God without getting so you 
hate sin and want to turn away 
from sin and want God to forgive 
it and get it out of the way. If 
you want that blessing, wait like 
Isaiah and Nehemiah did, like New 
Testament Christians did, wait and 
fast and have your mind on that 
and wait. 


After all, if you were a God, a 
good God, Brother Arrant, I mean 
no irreverence about it, and some . 
body came and wanted to ask you ¢ 
something, don’t you think if he 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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“ really meant business and was on 
il 4 fire about it and stayed there plead- 
nd « ing about it, don’t you think that 


would make a duitference? Ot 
t . * course it would make a difference, 
I know it would. 


ke I went to Chicago University in 
in 1921 for graduate work. I left my 
80 work at Wayland College, resigneu 
“e there, to work on the M, A, degree 
ot in Chicago. I went to the Universi- 
nd ty book store for a job to pay ex- 
rd penses. I had worked in a book 
Ts store at Baylor University. I went 
ad to see Mr. Fred Tracht. “I want 
All | a job working in the book store 
ny + _here,” I said. He answered, “Wwe 
at are already filled up and I have 
en another feilow in mind if we neea 
“J * ‘ anybody.” But I said, “Well, you 
er might need me. I will come back 
is tomorrow.” He said I needn't come 
ng back, but I did the next day, so 
m I said, “Mr. Tracht, anything open 
138 yet?” “No, I guess not,” he said. 
“Well, I just wanted to remind you 

that I have had experience in 4 
ad book store, I love books, I am de- 
_ pendable, reliable and want the job 
ime { am going to work my way 
So through here,” I said. He an- 
ou swered, “Well, never mind, I have 
he another fellow I think we will use 
ny if we need one.” “That is all 
dy right,” I said, “I will come back 
si tomorrow.” He softened a bit and 
_— said, “Come' back in a couple of 
ay weeks and we will see.” “I will be 
ve back tomorrow,” I said, so I came 
it back the next day, and said, “I 
ke came by to see if anything had 
— turned up.” “You say you worked 
nd down in Baylor university book 
lat store and you know books pretty 

well?” he asked. “Yes, I think 
, a so—yes I have.” “We will see 
an about that,” he said “I might need 
me... , you I don't know. Give me your 
ou ¢ ‘ phone number and I will call you,”’ 
he he said. The next day I came back 


"+ to know if anything had turned 
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3 PRAYER AND FASTING 


> 
Mr. Tracht said, “When can 


you go to work,” and I took ot 
my hat and went to work! ‘hat 
olner teliow wasn't hanging arouna 
there like I was and I got the jon: 
When @ man is like thac, don’t you 
think God would pay more atien- 
tion if you realiy meant business: 

Don’t you believe that God im 
Heaven, when one of His chiidren 
comes and says, “Lord, | want this, 
{ want to piease you about hl 
whether you get anything to eat o 
not, sieep or not. Ir any.niag needs 
Changing, I want it changed tu 
piease you, Lord. I am going tv 
wait until I get it.” Don't you 
know the Lord is bound to pay at- 
tention’ If God says, “Ask, and i 
Shail be given you; seek and ye 
shall find; preacn, and it shail de 
opened unto you,” and tnen ih 
anybody comes with tears anu 
earnestness and confession, wait- 
ing bercre God, not going to sleep, 
want this more than tney wam 
something to eat, then douw’t you 
Know God is wiiling to hear a 
prayer like that? ‘lo be sure He 
is! 

You ought to learn this blessea 
secret. ‘inmere are certain kinds ot 
demons that don’t go out but by 
prayer and fasting. if we get houa 
on God, we will see some sin we 
didn’t see before. We will confess 
gin that we didn’t have grace to 
confess before, and forsaxe it, if 
we wait on God. God is able and 
ready. 

Another thing it will do for you, 
it will cause you finally to sur- 
render to the will of God. One 
condition of prayer is that it is 
to be asked in Jesus’ name. “Ii 
we ask anything according to His 
will, he heareth us: And if we 
know that he hear us, whatsoever 
we ask, we know that we have the 
petitions that we desire of him.” 

If we pray and ask according to 
His will, stay until we find His 
will, that way we will get it. Have 
you found it has been true at times 
when you came to pray, you asked 
one way and then you changed 
your prayer around a little bit.and 
made your prayer fit in with the 
plan of God? God says, “If you 
are going my way, I will give you 
the answer to your prayer.” Stay 
long enough to get on God's track 
and find out what will please God. 
Do not simply say, “Lord, give 
me this,” but come and wait til 
God shows whether the prayer is 
according to His will. Come and 
say, Lord, I want you to see I am 
trying to find out. 

A friend of mine who was called 
to preach years ago told me about 
it. He said, “I was shocked to find 
I didn’t want to preach. God saved 
me, Jesus died for me, yet I found 
rebellion in my -heart. I was so 
ashamed of it. I went in my room 
and locked the door. He said, “Lord 
I am ashamed to find rebellion in 
my heart, ashamed that I wasn’t 
willing to do instantly anything 
you say. I am going to lock this 
door and not going to leave here 
until carried out dead unless I get 
willing to do what ever God says.” 
You will surrender to God if you 
stay at it in prayer and fasting, 
you will want to do the will of God. 


I wanted to go to Africa if God 
called, but perhaps I would have 
to wait on God for grace first. You 
can't instantly make up your mind 
to that. I never said I wouldn't 
have any struggle about it. I 
would. Sure I would. I wouldn't 
want to go, but think I would go 
after waiting on God, I would want 
to go. You ought to get out with 
the Lord and have it out, in fast- 
ing and prayer. You have found 
that true when God takes a loved 
one sometimes. You can’t instantly 
say, “That is all right, Lord.” 
Sometimes we should wait before 
God, let the Lord search out the 
heart, we should fast and pray be- 
fore Him. Then, after awhile God 
will let His sweet peace come in 
and you will surrender and say, 
“All right, Thy will be done.” You 
say, “All right, I will be content,” 
You don’t get that instantly. You 
get that by waiting before God. 
A surrendered will comes from 
fasting and prayer. ow many 
here have lost loved ones, lost a 
job, your health, or some other 


precious thing, but only became 


reconciled to if after you waited 
before God? You couldn’t do it 
instantly. That is a reason for 
fasting and prayer. 

Sometimes people tell me, “I 
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FREE! 


So many have been blessea 
recently by my booklet on ‘ihe 
Dance — Child of the Brothel, Sis- 
ter of Drunkenness, Lewdness, D1- 
vorce and Murder, ‘ihe Mother o1 
Lust —A Koad to Heil!” that 1 
teel led of God to offer it free tu 
every one who will write for it. 
This is a book of thirty-two pages, 
printed on fine book paper, buunn 
la Orange colored leutnerette pa- 
per, a very attractive littie boox. 
at is a sermon preached June », 
1935 in the Fundamentalist bap- 
tist Tabernacle at Dalias, and tax- 
en down by stenograpners exacuy 
as spoken. ‘lhen waged to the ser- 
mon is some more material on tne 
same subject. 

It is a Bible sermon, giving 
Scriptures that show the terrivic 
nature of the mode:in dance. 


have a grudge, can't get it out.” 
it is Not suca a iugnt matter, nov 
like cutting down a weed. it lb 
not that easy; cutting it out is nov 
euough. You have got to get luc 
routs and one can’t do tMat in a 
minute sometimes, can’t in @ day. 
Sut when anyoody says, “mere ip 
this wicked, vile piant in my 
heart’’— it may be repelion, ha- 
tred, grudge, unforgiveness —- wna. 
you can ao is to ho:id it up in front 
of God till your heart finds itseu 
in perfect accord with the wih 
of God.” This kiad cometh not out 
but by prayer and fasting.” 

Christian, if you are here today, 
any time you begin to pray and yuu 
can’t say, “Have Thine Uwn way, 
Lord, have Thine Own way,” ai- 
ways at the beginning ana mean 
it, you can’t say it until arter you 
have waited awhile and let Woa 
do somethiag for you and to yuu 
before you can say, “Now, Lord, 1 
am reaily willing and glad to. 
you to have your way,” then wail 
on God! The very best of us, il 
God takes mother, more or iess 
give up to the Lord but we wish 
tne Lord hadn’t done it, isn’t that 
true? We won't fight God, yet we 
wish He hadn’t done it. It takes 
waiting before God to surrender 
So you can honestly say, “Lord, 
what You did was all right, I am 
glad you did it.” May God give 
us hearts to wait before Him! 

God wants you to work, to 
teach, to preach. Many times I 
haven't gotten the victory. Prob- 
lems, problems, problems! There 
is just one place that many ot 
them will ever be solved—the piace 
of fasting and prayer! 

Take a bit of snow and put it in 
the sunlight. The sun shines down 
on it and shines down on it and 
after awhile it melts and runs 
away and is not there any more! 
Take the coldness of your own 
heart and your rebellious will that 
says, “Lord, I want my own way, 
I want to make money to please 
my family’ — put that poor, cold, 
rebellious heart before the Lord, 
and wait before Him and fast be 
fore Him and let the light shine 
upon it, and the first thing you 
know, the coldness is melted and 
gone away! You say, “I will preach 
I will teach” (I need more teach- 
ers) “I will fast and pray.... 
Where He leads me, I will follow!’ 

Something fasting and prayer 
does that all of us need. May God 
grant we shall wait before God 
until our will be surrendered, un- 
til we can ask in Jesus’ name. 
When you ask according to His 
will you can get anything you 
want. 

One reason for the time element 
in prayer, waiting in prayer, not 
eating anything (don’t think it 
pleases God just to go hungry. If 
you are hungry that is not neces- 
sarily pleasing God) is that we 
may put first things first. That is 
seeking first the kingdom of God. 
Often it is more important to get 
somebody saved than to eat even 
if you are hungry. Say to God, “I 
am seeking your will, I want to do 
what you want me to do.” God 
will give you the blessing. 

Every preacher knows if he ate 
all he wanted to eat, he wouldn’t 
preach like he wanted to preacn. 
If you have had your mind and 
heart on preaching and left off 
eating until you got through 
preaching, you found blessing and 
freedom and joy you didn’t have 
otherwise. God wants to be first, 
before your stomach, before filling 
your body. Put Him first in fasting 
and prayer and get a blessing of 
surrender to the will of God, know- 
ing the will of God, asking ac- 
cording to His will, until you zt 
the answer to your prayers! 
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The dance is indicted as being 
a child of the brothel, as being 
connected with bad company, 
drunkenness, lewdness, divorce, and 
murder. It is pictured, as it is, 
the instigator of shameful lust, 
and the terrible warning is given 
that by this road, multitudes go tc 
Hell! This is one of the pia.nest 
sermons you have ever heard ot 
read. Sincere, honorable, intelli- 
gent people who read this sermon 
will be convinced that the modern 
dance is wrong, terribly, wickedy, 
fatally WRONwW. By au means put 
this book in the hands of young 
Christians, of mothers, fachers, 
teachers, and preachers, 

There is no trick to this offer, 
no strings tied to it. ‘his boow 
will be sent free and postpaid as 
God provides the means to anyune 
who will write for it. We cannoi 
send quantities free to one address. 
Let each person write for a copy. 

This offer is made simply to ge. 
out the gospel. If you reel im- 
pressed to heip with the expenses, 
then do so and God will repay you. 
The book seils regularly tor 2Z5c 
a copy. If you want to sed an 
offering to help pay the printing, 
postage, or wrapping, do so. Some 
cannvut do so. sut if you haven't 
read the book, get it today. Write 
John R. Rice, 2v1 E. Tenth Street, 
Dallas, Texas. May God save some 
girl from ruin, some home from 
being broken, some boy from a ter- 
rible disease, or a soul from the 
fires of Hell by this book! 
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DO YOU WANT TO HELP? 


It seems now we must have a 
graphotype to make the plates with 
which the thousands of copies 
weekly of The Sword of the Lord 
are addressed. Of course you know 
it would be an almost impossible 
task to address them all by hand 
or on the typewriter. They are 
addressed with an addressograph 
for which now the plates cost us 
24% cents for each name, and an- 
other must be made every time an 
address is changed, or a subscrip- 
tion is renewed. 

With a graphotype, we will make 
our own plates. One we can get 
will cost from $150 to $175 second 
hand, but we would spend that 
much in a year having plates made. 

If anyone knows where we can 
get a good electric graphotype for 
less than $175, please let us know. 
It must be in good con dition, 
guaranteed for a year. Or perhaps 
good Christian people have one 
they would like to donate for this 
cause. At present, we have been 
unable to find one cheaper than 
mentioned above. 

However, we believe there are 
God's people who will want to help 
take care of this extra burden ot 
expense. The subscription price of 
The Sword of the Lord is remark- 
ably low. The editor and the young 
women who help him all live by 
faith without any regular salary 
and are doing all we can to get 
out the gospel through he Sword 
of the Lord. Multitudes are being 
blessed. Does some one want to 
send an offering to help buy a 
graphotype? If God lays this on 
your heart, let us hear from you. 


) 


“His Arm Is Not 
Shortened, Nor 
His Ear Heavy!”’ 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


in obeying the voice of the Lord? . 
Behold, to obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to hearken than the 
fat of rams. 

“For rebellion is as the sin of 
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as 
iniquity and idolatry. Because thou 
hast rejected the word of the 
Lord, he hath also rejected thee 
from being king" (I Samuel 15:22, 


23). 

ediately Saul wanted to 
pray, but Samuel plainly told him 
that God would not change His — 
plan, would not hear his prayer 
about the kingdom. Rebellion 
turned away God's face from Saul 
so that He would not hear the 
king’s prayer. 

Any kind of secret sin, however 
trivial it may seem, is yet a ter- 
rible thing if it shuts up Heaven 
to your prayers and separates be- 
tween you and God. 


The Terrible Thing That Sin Does 


Sin is a terrible thing. I remind 
you that sin put Adam and Eve 
outside of the Garden of Eden and 
put an angel guard at the gate 
lest they should return! Nothing 
but sin did that! It is sin that will 
keep every lost man out of Heav- 
en and keeps him in the torments 
of the damned — nothing but sin! 
And for a child of God, sin, uncon- 
fessed, unlamented, unrepented sin 
turns away the face of God from 
His dear children when they pray. 
It is only sin that keeps us from 
all the riches that are in the 
hands of God. He loves us. His 
arm is not shortened. His ear is 
not heavy. He has yet the power 
and willingness to do for us mar- 
velous things in answer to our 
prayers. Only our sins keep us 
from having as much blessing as 
any man ever did get from God, 
and more. 

Many conditions are named in 
the Bible if we are to have our 
prayers answered. One Scripture 
mentions that we should ask in 
Jesus’ name, another that we 
should ask in faith, another that 
we should ask according to His 
will. But actually, when we boil 
the matter down we find that cnly 
sin keeps us from having every- 
thing we ask from God. 

If our hearts are right, we will 
learn the will of God from His 
Word and by the leading of the 
Holy Spirit, so we will ask those 
things that are according to His 
will. If we have the mind of Christ 
and abide in Him and His Word 
abides in us, we can ask whatso- 
ever we will because we will want 
just the things that Jesus wants. 
Christians sin when they ask amiss 
or ask things not in accordance 
with the will of Christ. - 

A Christian need not ignorantly 
go to prayer, wondering if his 
prayer will please God. A Christian 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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SONG BOOKS.... 
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to good Christian literature and 
Bibles. So with the consent of the 
church, the church offices and pas- 
tor’s study were moved to the 
second floor, and the former office 
and pastor’s study were turned 
over entirely to our book store and 
papers, under Mrs. Ridgway’s di- 
rection. The official opening of the 
book store was had Friday, and be- 
tween 2:00 and 3:00 the other 
program gave way so that all who 
could might visit the book store. 
There Mrs. Ridgway gave them a 
nice souvenir, and our good stock 
of books and Bibles was inspected 
and explained. 


Mrs. Ridgway is making a won- 
derful start in her work in Dallas. 
Last week in The Word of Truth, 
of which we print 8,000 copies for 
free distribution in the homes and 
business places of Dallals, there 
were 137 inches of paid advertise- 
ments. She has the respect and 
confidence of business men. We are 
building up our stock as rapidly as 
possible. Yesterday, one box of 
Bibles came from Oxford Universi- 
ty Press, costing us $115.00. An- 
other order came yesterday of 12 
more Cruden’s Concordances, and a 
number of Smith’s Bible Diction- 
aries. Orders are coming regularly 
for Bibles, Moody Colportage 
Books, and the books of many 
authors, including Ironside, Gae- 
belein, Torrey, Harry Rimmer, etc. 
Many also are ordering pamphiets 
by John R. Rice. Mrs. Ridgway 
is doing a very fine work of which 
we thank God. We are happy to 
start the fifth year of the church 
with a full fledged book room 
which we expect to become the 
chief center of sound religious lit- 
erature in all the Southwest. 


Achievements in Four Years 


Let us not boast, except in. the 
Lord. Let us praise Him fervently 
for His many blessings during the 
last four years. The membership 
has grown from nothing to about 
1,500 in that time. From services 
on an open lot with nothing but 
benches, a platform, and a string 
of lights, we have bought a fine lot 
and paid for it all but $1,750.00, 
have built a ccnvenient, nice tab- 
ernacle of face brick, 90x146 feet, 
with a Sunday School section of 
two stories, and the auditorium, 
seating 1,500 or 1,600 people, we 
suppose, and paid for all in cash, 
both labor and material as we 
went! 

Besides, we have gotten out 
the gospel with tens of thousands 
of booklets given away free, and 
by hundreds of radio services for 
which we have spent thousands of 
dollars. 

Happiest of all, is the great num- 
ber of conversions God has given 
us in these four years. We do not 
know accurately how many, of 
course. Dozens of people in our 
church win souls regularly from 
house -to house, on the streets, in 
homes, parks, jails, and at their 
work. One young man is winning 
scores at the Texas Centennial 
World’s Fair where he goes daily 
for personal work. Others regular- 
ly do personal work in the hos- 
pitals. In one six month’s period, 
we kept record as carefully as 
possible, and from June 20th until 
December 26th, we had accounts 
of 1,005 conversions. We suppose 
that there. have been between 5,- 
000 and 7,000 conversions in these 
four years, Only God’s recording 
angel has a record of all of them 
and many of them we will never 
see again in this life. Some have 
died, some have gone to the ends 
of the world, some hundreds of 
them we baptized, and a far great- 
er number we did not. Many have 
given the finest evidence of re- 
generation. Some of them we have 
not been able to follow up. Some 
have fallen by the wayside. A 
great many of them were very 
poor. Many of them were on relief, 
and many of them were in the 
jails. Some of them are now active 
soul winners. 

We thank God for the many He 
has saved by His marvelous grace 
in these four years. We trust He 
will save many others in the com- 
ing year and that He will lead us 
in the future as He has in the past. 
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“But let us who are of the day, 
be sober, putting on the breast- 
plate of faith and love; and for an 
helmet, the hope of salvation.” 


Conversions Ir 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


preached and while we sang. They 
confessed that were sinners 
away from God. Di of them 
held their hands for prayer that 
they might be saved. Then in each 
case the only invitation that I could 
give was that they would hold their 
hands if they would openly trust 
Christ ag Saviour. In each case 
where I could see the men, I would 
ask them one by one if they sin- 
cerely and earnestly accepted 
Christ with all their heart before 
these other prisoners. There were 
thirty or more who held their 
hands claiming Christ as Saviour. 
Four or five of these were negroes, 
and the others were white men. 


Do not believe that these are 
not real conversions. I am con- 
vinced that they were as sincere 
and earnest as conversions any- 
where else. In many cases we have 
seen the proof that men were 
soundly converted in our jail serv- 
ices. Last summer some young 
preachers of the church held serv- 
ices in the jail and a young man 
claimed Christ as Saviour. A few 
days later he was out on bond and 
came the first night to our revival 
services, claimed Christ openly and 
joined the church for baptism with 
his wife. He was baptized. Soon 
came his trial and he was back in 
jail to serve a term ‘of months. 
There he was made a trusty. One 
Sunday as I was let into the jail of- 
fice by the turnkey to go upstairs, 
I saw this young man. As I came 
back downstairs, he met me and 
said, “Bro, Rice, I want you to 
know I haven’t done anything else 
bad. It is the same case and I had 
to come back to serve my time. But 
I am living for the Lord the best I 
can.” He convinced others, even in 
jail, of his sincerity. Last week he 
was released again. He was in our 
services Wednesday night with his 
wife and then again Sunday. Men 
are saved in the jails just the same 
as anywhere else when they repent 
and trust Christ. 

Following the jail services, Bro. 
Stroh and ‘I, with other workers, 
went to the Marsalis Park. There 
between the big monkey cage and 
animal house we had singing and 
preaching, prayer and testimony. 
One mother with a babe in her 
arms trusted Christ as her Saviour 
and claimed Him before I preached. 
A backslidden man heard me 
through the sermon and came out 
openly to confess his sin and start 
again for the Saviour. A crowd of 
people gathered around and stayed 
until we dismissed, and then they 
went to the various parts of the 
park for their entertainment. God 
was with us. 

In the Sunday night service, too, 
God blessed with souls. In the 
morning a father had asked prayer 
for his family. His daughter was 
saved Sunday night and anwihcr 
boy. The boy’s mother had made 
a profession when she was a gir! 
but doubted that she had ever been 
saved. The father had never pecn 
saved, I understand. After the 
benediction and while Bro. Stroh 
carried on the Jubilee serivce of 
special music and prayer, I talked 
long with them about their duty 
to God and their children, and 
both promised me they would trust 
Christ and live for Him. 


It was a happy day, and when 
I went to bed at midnight, I went 
with a happy heart. After speak- 
ing in seven services and seeing 
people claim Christ in each of sev- 
en services, my heart was happy 
and my sleep was sweet! Praise 
the Lord that the gospel has not 
lost its power, and sinners still 
need to hear and are hungry to 
hear the sweet story of a Christ 
who loves sinners and can give 
peace to troubled hearts! 


Over $300 Cash Offering Sunday 


Sunday morning we asked for 
$150.00 to pay for the roof on our 
two story Sunday School section, 
46x90 feet. When we’ first built 
the Sunday School building, we did 
not put on all the layers of roof- 
ing on account of the expense. 
This past week that had been fin- 
ished and the men said we needed 
$150.00 téd pay the rest of the 
roofing and for lath and plaster 
on our new offices upstairs (the 
former offices on the first floor are 
now occupied by The Sword Book 
Room). But instead of $150.00, 
the people brought $193.57! The 
giving was hearty and happy and 


— I Thess, 5:8. 


Seven Services 


one of the great joys of this church 
to pay for all their improvements 
in cash so that there would be no 
loan on the church and the people 
have paid for all our building just 
that way, besides the thousand dol- 
lars annually on the lot. We only 
owe $1,750 on the lot and none. at 
all on the building as soon as the 
checks are sent this week. 

During the day with cash offer- 
ing for all purposes, building fund, 
general expense and to support the 
workers, there was over $300.00 
without any special campaign, with 
no personal solicitation or organi- 
zation. 


A Happy Fellowship 


Fort Worth preacher has carried 
on a systematic campaign trying 
to divide the church by giving out 
literature, by personally calling 
some of the church members and 
having others call nearly all of 
them, by starting whispering cam- 
paigns and even by holding three 
poorly attended services two blocks 
from our church and having a little 
spite church organized, yet the 
work has gone on happily and to 
the glory of Christ, Our attendance 
has held up remarkably well even 
during the hot summer months in 
the tabernacle with no ceiling and 
the offerings, another indication of 
unity and harmony, have increased. 
We need a great revival here. The 
people are hungry for it. We be- 
lieve God will give it. We expect to 
begin in the open air, God, willing, 
some time next week. Let the 
readers pray that God will save 
hundreds of souls and bless all His 
people as He has many times be- 
fore. 


‘‘His Arm Is Not 
Shortened, Nor 
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can be so led of the Spirit in his 
praying that he can have full as- 
surance that it pleases God. A 
Christian can be so surrendered to 
the will of God, so willing to give 
up his own will, that what he asks 
will be really sought because it 
would honor the Lord Jesus and 
can be truthfully asked in His 
name. 


Even our lack of faith when we 
pray is a sin. And what God has 
promised we ought to believe. It 
is a sin not to believe whatever 
God has said He would do. On 
other matters, where there is not 
a clear Scriptural promise which 
tells us plainly that God will give 
us the thing we desire, then if it 
is a thing that would be good for 
us, anything pleasing to God, we 
ought to be near enough to Jesus 
and so guided by the Holy Spirit 
that He would give us expected 
faith. It is our own fault if we 
do not have faith for anything we 
have a right to pray for. Faith 
comes by the Word of God and by 
locking unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith. God gives 
faith. Galatians 5:22 tells us faith 
is one of the fruits of the Spirit. 
Only sin would keep us from hav- 
ing faith when we ought to have 
it. It is sin that keeps from us 
the answers to our prayers. So this 
Scripture says. 


In the dear Saviour’s name, I 
urge each reader to ponder well 
these words: to memorize them, 
and by the help of God to search 
out the sins which grieve His 
holy heart and hides His gracious 
face. Sin does so much to hurt the 
heart of God! And one of the 
worst things that sin does to Him 
is this: in holy indignation ‘and 
loving grief He must turn awa 
His face and: stop His ears fro 
His own children whom He loves 
with such a love as can only be 
measured by Calvary because of 
unconfessed. and unforsaken sins! 


“Behold, the Lord's hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save; 
neither his ear heavy, that it can- 
not hear: 


“But your iniquities have sepa- 
rated between you and your God, 
and your sins kas hid his face 
from you, that he will not hear" 


to the glory of Christ. It has been 


‘ 


{Isaiah 59:1, 2). 


Our church has a wonderfully 
happy fellowship. Although one 


His Ear Heavy!” 
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